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NAMA’s member 
companies operate 
mills in 32 states, 
Puerto Rico, and 
Canada.



U.S. Politics - State of Play
• Dynamics

– House - Republican control - slim majority
– Senate - Democrats control - slim majority
– Executive Branch - Democrats control

• Presidential/congressional 2024 politics on the rise

• Government fiscal year begins October 1- Shutdown extremely likely

• Farm Bill
- Authorizes farm safety net programs, food assistance programs, 

research 
- Set to expire September 30 - Delayed 
- No significant impact until January



Farm Bill Outlook

• Huge ideological differences
– Spending
– Domestic & international food aid
– Conservation
– Regional differences

• Committee Leadership
– House Ag: Chair GT Thompson (R-PA)/RM David 

Scott (D-GA)
– Senate Ag: Chair Debbie Stabenow (D-MI)/RM John 

Boozman (R-AR)



NAMA Farm Bill Priorities

• Food Aid 

• Nutrition 

• Sustainability 

• Research 



Sustainability

● Voluntary programs 
on working lands 

● Recognition of 
benefits of crop 
rotation 

● Technical assistance 
for farmers 



Research

U.S. Wheat and Barley 
Scab Initiative

Funding for Oat Research

Various ag research 
initiatives/facilities



Advocacy 
● In May 2023, NAMA welcomed representatives from 11 NAMA member 

companies who participated in 56 meetings with congressional offices,



Members of Congress Visit Mills



Current Regulatory Issues 

• Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
– Inspections - 50% new inspectors in last 3 

years

• Recent emphasis on mycotoxins 

• NAMA research on aflatoxin in wheat 

– “Closer to Zero”: reducing heavy metals in 
foods 



Milling Industry Work Plan on Pathogens

Educating Regulators 
Consumer education
● Labeling on package 
● Partnering with others 

Evaluating prevalence in wheat 
● Multiple studies show low incidence 

Evaluating pathogen reduction technologies 



Education for Regulators 

June 2022 FDA Wheat and Mill Tour



Food Safety -
Consumer 
Resources

• Available online at: 

namamillers.org/consumer-

resources/consumer-food-safety/

• Focused on raising awareness that 

flour is a raw ingredient and correcting 

misconceptions, such as the safety of 

heat treating flour at home



Collaboration: 
National Food Safety Education Month

• Issued press release and created social 

media toolkit with flour food safety 

messages to share throughout 

September 2023

• Amplified resources from FDA, CDC. 

and the Partnership For Food Safety 

Education



Next Generation of Millers 

• Partnership with Kansas State 
University 

Celebrate scholarship winners



NAMA D.C. Experience 2023

The NAMA D.C. Experience provides interns and early career professionals an opportunity to learn 

about how policy is made.



Partnership with K-State

• Meetings with K-State 
leadership to focus attention 
on student recruitment

Celebrate scholarship winners





Upcoming Events

• 2024 Spring Conference: March 9-12, 2024

• 2025 Spring Conference: March 8-11, 2025     



Learn More
• Visit namamillers.org

to learn more about 
NAMA’s priorities and 
access technical 
resources
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